
Suez Canal: What else for global shippers
Lots of hype and exaggerated impact. 

The good news: The incident got shipping into the news.

It helped highlight three key long-term challenges for global shippers:

1. Markets/ consolidation in liner shipping

2. Technologies

3. Decarbonization of shipping

Jan.Hoffmann@UNCTAD.org, for GSA, 30 April 2021



1
Markets

Freight rates surged 
after the incident

There is discussion as 
to the main causes: 

- Oligopolistic 
markets

and/or

- Shortage of 
containers and 
ships













Challenges for national
competition authorities



Integración vertical
• P.ej Buenos Aires



2
Technologies

- Need for global, 
multilateral 
standards and 
solutions



How to set today the rules for the future 
of maritime transport? Technological

progress will never
be as slow as today



Who leads the IT reforms in your company? 

The CEO

The CTO

Covid-19



Shipping in times of COVID19
A 10-point action plan

https://unctad.org/en/pages/PublicationWebflyer.aspx?publicationid=2713

https://unctad.org/en/pages/PublicationWebflyer.aspx?publicationid=2713


Is there a trade-off between controls and 
trade facilitation? 



3
Decarbonization

The biggest long-term 
challenge for the 
future of maritime 
transport

Short-term measure:

- Slightly higher costs

- Speed reduction





Figure 3.29 Comparison of dead-weight tonnage of respective fleet and carbon-dioxide emissions 

from bulk carriers, container ships and tankers, 2011–2019
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Impact Assessment

In order to agree on the “short term measure”, IMO 
members decided that they require a comprehensive 
“impact assessment”

UNCTAD undertook the comprehensive assessment for

• All ships (2019)

• All ships’ journeys (2019)

• All countries / economies
• Impact on logistics costs (230 territories)

• Impact on trade (184 economies)

• Impact on GDP (184 economies)
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