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Joint Statement

Global Shippers' Alliance (GSA) and Asian Shippers’ Alliance (ASA) Annual Meeting 2025
Date: November 6, 2025 Venue: Bali, Indonesia (Hybrid Format: In-person and Online)

BALI, INDONESIA — The Global Shippers' Alliance (GSA) and Asian Shippers’ Alliance (ASA)
successfully convened their Annual Meeting 2025 in a hybrid format on November 6, 2025, in Bali,
Indonesia, and online. The meeting brought together key global and regional representatives,
including the American Association of Exporter and Importers (AAEI), Australian Peak Shippers’
Association (APSA), Shippers’ Council of Bangladesh (SCB), European Shippers’ Council (ESC), The
Hong Kong Shippers’ Council (HKSC), Indonesian National Shippers’ Council (INSC), Korean
Shippers’ Council (KSC), Malaysian National Shippers' Council (MNSC), Sri Lanka Shippers’ Council
(SLSC), and Thai National Shippers’ Council (TNSC).

Key Agendas and Calls for Action

The meeting acknowledged the critical importance of urgently elevating the Minimum Service
Level (MSL) provided by ocean carriers to adequately meet the demands of service users.
Furthermore, the alliances identified numerous challenges faced by shippers arising from both
associated logistics service providers and governmental agencies across member countries, which
severely impact costs and trade competitiveness.

e Issues with Service Providers and Non-Standard Regulations: The GSA and ASA highlighted
recurrent issues of unfair and rising charges, including the Weight Amendment Fee, Terminal
Access Charges (TACs), continuous increases in port charges, Depot Lifting Charges, and
other escalating miscellaneous costs. Persistent operational deficiencies, such as port
congestion, inadequate standards in Depot Regulations and Operations, and the issue of
empty containers being unfit for stuffing or failing to meet shipper specifications were also
underscored.

e Obstacles from Legislation and Governmental Measures: Concerns were raised regarding
current legal frameworks that do not accommodate the use of electronic documents, such
as e-B/L, Movement Restrictions During Peak Hours, the Empty Container Park (ECP)
Notification Fee, the Passage of the Minimum Freight Rate Bill for Container Cargo Trucks,
and Combined Vehicle Weight Restrictions (BGK).

Member organizations agreed to urgently consult with their respective national governmental
bodies to seek remedies. They also committed to driving these overarching issues into discussions
with relevant international organizations to achieve macro-level solutions. This effort reflects the
imperative to create a unified and impactful global voice for Shippers to ensure that shipping lines
recognize the necessity of service elevation and respond more effectively to user needs.

Global Trade Uncertainty and Sustainability

The alliances expressed significant concern over the uncertainty surrounding U.S. trade policy,
which generates volatility and increases costs across the global supply chain, both in the United
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States and in partner countries worldwide. While this uncertainty may temporarily increase trade
values, it poses a risk of global economic slowdown in the subsequent period.

The meeting also took note of crucial Economic, Social, and Governance (ESG) developments
within the EU, including the EU-Deforestation Regulation, the Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism (CBAM), the Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive (CSDDD), and the
Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive (CSRD). These measures will necessitate rigorous
adaptation towards sustainability in all aspects of business, profoundly affecting the international
trade and logistics sectors.

ASA Leadership Election and Vision

During the Asian Shippers’ Alliance (ASA) session, elections for the 2026-2027 term were held. The
meeting unanimously resolved to elect the Thai National Shippers’ Council (TNSC) as the new ASA
Chairman. The Australian Peak Shippers’ Association (APSA), Shippers’ Council of Bangladesh
(SCB), and The Hong Kong Shippers’ Council (HKSC) were appointed as Vice Chairmen. This new
leadership is tasked with ensuring the continuity of Asia’s trade advocacy and expanding
membership to further enhance the efficiency and user-responsiveness of the international
shipping industry.

The ASA has set its Vision for 2026-2027:
“To be the united voice of Asian shippers, driving resilient, transparent, and equitable global trade
through collaboration, innovation, and integrity.”

This Vision is supported by the following Five-Point Mission:

1. Promote Service Reliability and Transparency: Advocate for fair, accountable, and
transparent service standards across maritime and logistics operations through the
implementation and promotion of the Declaration of Minimum Service Level.

2. Strengthen Regional and Global Collaboration: Engage constructively with carriers, freight
forwarders, regulators, and international shipping alliances to foster mutual respect and
shared responsibility throughout the global supply chain.

3. Expand Membership and Inclusivity: Encourage participation from emerging and dynamic
Asian economies to ensure that the Council truly represents the diversity and strength of
Asia’s shipping and trade community.

4. Enhance Shippers’ Competitiveness and Resilience: Support members in addressing supply
chain challenges, promoting innovation, and adapting to evolving trade environments and
sustainability demands.

5. Uphold Integrity and Collective Leadership: Lead with transparency, inclusiveness, and
accountability to strengthen the trust, unity, and shared purpose among Asian shippers.

GSA chair underlined the necessity to intensify benchmarking between members about the
conditions and challenges which the shippers face in the various countries and regions of the
world in order to both learn from each other and use such experience and expertise to reach out
to and engage both global and local regulatory bodies and private stakeholders
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Next Steps

The meeting agreed to hold the next formal online meeting in March 2026, to be hosted by the Thai
National Shippers’ Council (TNSC). Informal online meetings can be arranged at any time as
required.

This statement is jointly signed by
Denis Chourmet
Chairman, Global Shippers’ Alliance (GSA)

and Vice Chairman, European Shippers’ Council

Eugene Laney, Jr.
President & CEO, American Association of Exporters, and Importers (AAEI)

Dhanakorn Kasetrsuwan

Chairman, Asian Shippers Alliance (ASA)
And Chairman, Thai National Shippers’ Council (TNSC)
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